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The faST TraCK
to law school through
our new accelerated
B.a./j.D. programs
hether they’re concerned
about their college debt load,
dead-set on a legal career or just in a
hurry to get their education finished,
some undergraduate students have
a new option for making their way to
UB School of Law.
The school’s newly established
3+3 accelerated B.A./J.D. program, a
partnership with four colleges, allows
committed undergraduates to start
law school in what would otherwise
be their senior year at college. Credits
earned in their 1L year are counted
toward both their bachelor’s degree
and the Juris Doctor.
It’s a way for talented students to save themselves (or their
parents) a year’s worth of undergraduate tuition and
expenses, while also encouraging students to start thinking
about law school early in their college career. The law school
application process is the same – they’ll need an LSAT score at
or above the median for last year’s entering class, a GPA of 3.5
or better, letters of recommendation and a personal essay –
but successful applicants will become a part of the UB School
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of Law community earlier than their college peers.
laura reilly, who teaches in the Legal Analysis,
Writing and Research program, serves as point
person for this initiative. She says initial inquiries
were made to the School of Law’s top 25 “feeder”
institutions, and four have signed on already: St.
John Fisher College near Rochester, LeMoyne
College in Syracuse, Medaille College in Buffalo,
and several departments in UB’s College of Arts
and Sciences, including Sociology, Philosophy,
History and Political Science.
“From our vantage point, the students are
coming in like any other 1L students,” Reilly says. “The
heavy push is really on our undergraduate partners
to make sure the students have completed all the
requirements needed.” The 3+3 model, she says,
has become increasingly popular nationwide.
lindsay Gladney, vice dean for admissions, says
she has seen “a lot of interest in this program up
front. It’s going to help us narrow in on individuals
who have Buffalo at the very top of their list, get
them here early, expose them to our community
and allow us to nurture those relationships.”
From the undergraduate institutions’ perspective, it might
seem like the main result is losing a year’s tuition revenue. But
Reilly points out that the availability of the program is a great
recruiting tool and might draw some students to the college in
the first place.
“This program is very compelling, since it creates a direct
path from an undergraduate career at Fisher to one of the
most attractive law schools in the
state,” says Dr. Wesley renfro, chair
of the legal studies and political
science programs at St. John
Fisher. “This partnership gives our
students access to a rigorous and
widely known law school with broad
and deep connections in Western
New York and beyond. Our students
will benefit greatly from the legal
education they receive at the
LAWR Instructor
University at Buffalo as well as
Laura B. Reilly
opportunities for professional growth
and networking.”
As the program gears up, Reilly is
planning more marketing efforts to
potential students, as well as programs tailored to
undergraduates who have enrolled in the 3+3 program. She
says that might include LSAT preparation and seminars on
writing the required personal statement; or invitations to sit in
on School of Law classes and to come to networking events.
“This is not an easy ask for these students,” Reilly says.
“They’re flying past their classmates; sometimes they are
taking courses out of sequence to meet the requirements. We
want them to know that they’re not doing it alone.”

